A   HISTORY   OF    MEDICINE
exists. Professor Browne,1 who has translated such fragments of
the work as are still in the Bodleian Library, " doubts if more
than half of this immense work exists at all at the present day."
Rhazes adopts the characteristically Arabic method of prefacing
his own views by those of other writers.2 " So-and-so says," he
writes, and finally " but I say," etc. On the subject of asthma
he tells us that " Ben Mesue said, * Let persons troubled with
asthma take two drachms of dried and powdered fox lung in
their drink.' Galen said that many cure asthma with owls'
blood given in wine. I say that owls' blood is not to be given,
for I have seen it administered, and it was useless." El Hdwi
contains many case histories, well recorded, for Rhazes was a close
follower of Hippocratic methods. He discountenanced the claim,
then so often affirmed, that disease could be diagnosed simply by
inspection of the urine, and he was strongly opposed to all magic
and quackery. His encyclopaedia comprises not only medicine,
but also philosophy, astronomy, and mathematics, for like many
other sages Rhazes was a man of wide interests. Much smaller,
but no less interesting, is the small textbook of medicine, dedicated
to the ruler Mansur ibn Ishaq, and called Mansiiri or " Liber
Almansoris." It deals with such subjects as " Physiognomy, with
Advice on Slave-buying." " Medical Hints for Travellers," and
" Bites of Venomous Beasts,"
A contemporary of Rhazes who lived in another part of the
Moslem Empire deserves mention as a writer of note. ISAAC
Juoasus (A.D. c. 845-^ 940), an Egyptian Jew and physician to the
rulers of Tunisia, was the author of books on diet, on fevers, on
simple drugs, and on the urine. His collected works, printed in
1515, were greatly in demand as late as the seventeenth century,
and he is quoted by Robert Burton (1577-1640) in the Anatomy
of Melancholy. A number of pithy aphorisms are included in his
Guide for Physicians? For example : " Ask thy reward when the
sickness is at its height, for being cured the patient will surely
forget what thou didst for him." Another maxim is : " Should
adversity befall a physician, open not thy mouth to condemn,
for each hath his hour." A third runs thus : " Treating the sick
is like boring holes in pearls, and the physician must act with
csaution lest he destroy the pearl committed to his charge/9
1 E. G* Browne,.Arabian Medicine* 1921, p- 48
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1 E, G* Browne, he. cit.
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